
TRACERS
Uche Nduka



the shores shake hands
the shores embrace

she gives birth in a tree
!"#$%&&'$()*+&,-.

&/$*$.!##)$.)*0
someone is kneading dough

a ceramist rides a motorbike
!"-&,1"$!"#$%&&-$&2 $!"#$3!)*/!4(

!&$'#%*1$4.$!&$-#5&4(#
0#14/$!"#$.(-&))4/1



.&)4)&6,7$"*.$(&+#$!&$!"4.
8#9-#$.#/!$!&$#:!&)
!"#$.*;$&2 $)&<#=

!4))*1#$2&-04''#/>

reason corrodes
!"#$;)*,.404)4!7$&2
()&.4/1$4/$&/$"&-/#'$#*-!"=

*.$0*4!$2&-$!-*/.;*-#/(7
break a token
0-#*?$*$!&?#/=

1&$!&$!"#$0-*<,-*$;-&@)#'
1&$!&$!"#$1-&!#.6,#$#.;&,.#'=

,),))*!4&/$2&-04''#/>



4/!&$*$;*)4+;.#.!$4./9!$8"#-#$8#9-#$.#/!=
',.!$(&+#.$0#*-4/1$!-,!"=



!"-&,1"$!"#.#$1)#*+4/1.$4$*+
"41"$*/'$*+$7#!$!&$1#!$'-,/?
7&,$!&&$4$*+$*$0&,)#<*-'$7&,$!&&
/&$+*!!#-$8"*!$7&,$.*7$!"4.$8*-
"*.$1&/#$2*-!"#-$!"*/$*$;)*/#!*-7
"#-*)'$!"4.$8*-$4.$?/&(?4/1$*
"&)#$!"-&,1"$+7$(-*/4,+$7&,-
cranium this war has sped
2-&+$A#8!&/4*/$!&$B4/.!#4/4*/
8*"*)*$4$2#))$1&!$-#'##+#'$!"#/
,/-#'##+#'$4$2#))$1&!$.*<#'$!"#/
,/.*<#'$7&,$!&&$7&,$!&&$.*4'$*))$4
(*/$!&$2##'$7&,-$@:*!4&/$&/$0,-/4/1
;)*(#.$&/$0,-/4/1$%#."$&/$0,-/4/1$%*1.
C&/1$)4<#$+,)!4D)&1&#'$E*.0*"
                                



4.$4!$"4.!&-7
&-$4.$4!$+7.!#-7>
*-#$!"#7$+#*/
&-$5,.!$)#*/>

@-+$&/$&,!;*(4/1
a chainstep;

not that;

*/'$84!"$*.$+*/7
)#*<#.$;#-$!-##
*.$*$.4!,*!4&/*)$2&-#.!F

not that;

&)'G/#8$;-*/(4/1$.##'.
that wear out a handgrasp,

!&$;,."$*$0&*!$&,!H0*.4(*))7=



*$.;4'#-$2-&I#$!"#$J4(
the guitar has been drinking
*/'$!7;4/1$*$0),#D(&))*-#'$-"7!"+
4!$+*'#$*$"&))#-$2##)$@/#
8"#/$*$.&/1$8#/!$&22D',!7
it wasn’t a mirage it wasn’t
*$'*00)#$*$(&;D&,!$*/$&+4..4&/
8"*!$-&(?#'$*$@1"!$8"&$(*))#'
!"#$2-&1.$8"&$+*,)#'$*$(-&;;#-
*$."*'&8$.!*/'4/1$*)&/#
-#'$<#-'4(!$!"*!$4.$1&4/1$!&$8411)#
*$!"4-'$)42#$*$!"4-'$1-4;#

danger encroaching

&0<4&,.)7$*$.&/1$-*;4/1$*$1,/
*$.)##;8*)?4/1$1,4!*-
&/$*$(&)'$!4/$-&&2K2&&!)&&.#$0&&14#
!"#$0)4!I$"*.$.;&?#/
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$;,-;)#'$'*I#'
                                         



*/&!"#-$;)*71-&,/'H(-,(4*)

*;;-*4.#$+7$<*/4!7
mixdown the wattage
*$.4:!7$+4/,!#$0,.!)#

what have i done
"*<#$4$0##/$./&!!7

*,'*(4&,.$4/$+7$.;*!4*)$1)&-7
4/$+7$@1"!D@:4/1$-&))$,;$-&))$,;
4/$+7$(*!("*))$(*))

4/$+7$.?70),#D4/D8*4!4/1

*/&!"#-$&,!.4'#$!"*!$4.$+7$4/.4'#
                                     



not to hide
2-&+$*/(4#/!.
and moderns
*$;-4+#-$(*))#'$C&<#

the worried storied
mouth became graced
*/'$+*!#'$84!"$*$!*.!#2,)$!-,!"

4!$(*/$.6,##I#$*$'-7$)#+&/
*/'$.!4))$1#!$'-&;.$&,!$&2 $4!K
!"*!$"4))7$<*-4*!4&/
0#!8##/$+,(?$*/'$*$.&2!$;)*(#

!"#$1,!D8-*(?4/1$0-*4/5,4(#
%&8#'$.;-#*'
*2!#-$*$0)4II*-'

."#$.4!.H)#*/.$!&8*-'.$!"#$;"&/#H1-*0.$!"#$-#(#4<#-
84!"$"#-$)#2!$"*/'$*/'$84!"$!"#$-41"!$;,!.$&/$"#-$/*4)D;&)4."H
"#-$/*4)D;*4/!H0)*0.$!&$"#-$)&<#-$8"&$4.$&/$!"#$&!"#-$#/'$&2



!"#$;"&/#H4/$*/&!"#-$(4!7H4/$*/&!"#-$8#*!"#-=."#$"*.$5,.!
.!#;;#'$&,!$&2 $"#-$."&8#-=0*!"-&&+$!4)#.$#:(,.#'$"#-H*
1*!"#-4/1$&2 $)41"!.$.,--&,/'$"#-K(*/')#.H!&-("#.H#)#(!-4(
0,)0.=*.$."#$!*)?.$"#-$2&-+#-$.#)2 $.,--&,/'#'$07$<4*).H
.7-4/1#.H1)*..$.+&?4/1$;4;#.$4.$?#;!$*!$0*7=.,''#/)7$*/
4/2*/!$1,4/#*;41$(*!("#.$"#-$#7#$4/$&/#$(&-/#-$&2 $!"#
1)&84/1$-&&+=4.$."#$J4..$C,(?$&-$*/$,/'#-(&<#-$&;#-*!4<#>

                                                    

 



upstream a brown canoe
4.$2*4!"2,)
!&$*$("#-,0$&2 $.&/1=

*$2-&1$-#+#+0#-.
!"#$-4/1)#!.
&2 $*$'#*!"$5#!!4.&/#'=

i remain appeased
07$,/;*1#'$.*(-4)#1#=
                             



*.$42 $4$"*'$*$-#*.&/
@-.!$4$)&&?#'$*!$*/$4(4()#=
4$"#)'$*$(",007$"&,-$4/$+7$"*/'=

*.$42 $4$"*'$)#2!$*$.)&8$.!-##!
*/'$+*'#$2&-$*$2*.!$*))#7

8"#-#$2-4(*!4<#.$)&&;#'
*/'$),+0#-#'H!"4/)7$)4!=

8"4("$@)41-##$!"#-#$8*.$4/$5#&;*-'7>
'4'$!,)4;.$;-#;*-#$"#-$2&-$*$+#/*(#>

                                           



0#(*,.#$4!$8*.$*$0-41"!$0-&8/)4/#
between twin towers
4$!-4#'$!&$)#*<#$!"#$,/'#-)42#=

8"*!$"*;;#/#'$@-.!>
4$;*8/#'$2*/!*.+*1&-4*.=
!&-#$-*/(&,-9.$(&*!=

0#(*,.#$4$(&,)'/9!$.!*/'$.!4))
*2!#-$*$()&,'0,-.!$&2 $(,;&)*.
4$!-4#'$!&$0#(&+#$*$()#*/,;$+*/=

                                          



8"4!#()422.H
!"#$4.!"+,.$!"*!$)4/?.
7&,-$(&*.!

!&$!"#$;&/!&&/$0-4'1#=

turnabouts,
!"#.#$1&4/1.D&/
4/$!,)4;@#)'.=

a nation maced
&/$!"#$.;4/#=
.&,)$4/$*$.)4/1=

                                       



4.$!"4.$*/$#/')#..
;)*70*(?$&2 $*$.?4-+4.">

.#)2D4-&/7$2#41/.$'4..&/*/(#=

)#;-&,.$"&+,/(,),.
0*-0*-&,.$141&)&K
intermediaries between
!"#/$*/'$/&8=

5&4/$!"#$5,11)#-.
5&4/$!"#$()&8/.
;&8#-$!&$;),+;D("##?#'$8*.!-#).=

!"#$!,+,)!$0#14/.
/&!$4/$#:()*+*!4&/
0,!$4/$/&!*!4&/=

                                          



there,
*/$*2!#-D.!&-+=

7&,9<#$1&!
!"#$"*4-%4;$&2 $*$.&,)D.&&!"#-=

7&,-$8&,/'.$*-#$.#*+*-?.=
7&,-$8&,/'.$*-#$2-#.(&#.=
7&,-$8&,/'.$*-#$+*-."#.=

thinks innuendo must die
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$"7;#-0&)#$("4)).=

                                   



arsonist:

&;!4+4I#$*$/4/#D)#11#'$'&(!-4/#
"#++4/1$7&,$4/=
(&+#$!"-&,1"$*$0&/#D(,-!*4/
!&$!"#$.?7
4/.4'#$&2 $+#=

4$*+$.#*!#'$4/$6,*-!I$*/'$*+#!"7.!=

                                           



0)#..4/1.$,/)4!H
(&/5,-*/(#.$,/1-*/!#'=

;&-!*).$#/.(&/(#'
4/$!"#$"*/'$&2 $.&/1=

  makes exact
!"#$)7-4(*)$'#@(4!
&2 $*$()*<4("&-'L
$$$$$$!"*!$"*/'=

"&&?.$&/$*/!4;&'#.$-#2#-#/(#'=

                                  



to trump the chess
&2 $8"*!$M#)*!4/$8*/!.$!&$.*7

/&$/&&/$)41"!.$!"4.
;,;4))#..$'#+4,-1#

4(#$.!*-.$2&-$N&/#7$O)*7
;*/'#+&/4($.(*-#D#*1)#.

(&/<#-.*!4&/.$84!"$0##!)#.

./*?#D0*(?$.&)&.>

./*?#D0*(?$.&)&.>

                                 



burning tapers
&0)46,#)7$.;#*?4/1=

'#!&,-.$4/$0,-/!$()*7
;-*4.#$!"#$!,)4;
0#!8##/$7&,-$0,!!&(?.=

0,+D*/'D-,+$."&!.
;)&!!#'$07$*/#+4($P*."4(*.=

                                



this dawn
this dawn that has
!"-&8/$"#-$)#1.$*-&,/'$+7$8*4.!

this dawn
!"4.$'*8/$.##?4/1$.*2#!7
4/$8&-')#../#..

caught between
thighboots crowding
a wooden staircase
and cardoors pounding

*/$*,1,-7$!#)#.(&;#'

!*!!&&#-H4+;*)#-

                                    



peace to rainweed
;#*(#$!&$.;&/1#$&2 $("*/1#
peace to song unthundered

what we’re doing
.##+.$)4?#$"7'-*,)4(.

we can go back
!&$!"#$)4<#)7$.!*/(#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&2 $?4/'-#'$;*..4&/.

&-$!&$.#6,4/.$*/'$.4)?

                                        



*/78*7$4$)4?#
!&$.)&,1"$&22
04-!".$&2 $!4/$"&<#).=

-&*-.$&2 $0,-4*).=
1*.$%*-4/1=

;41+#/!.$0&4)4/1H
(",-/4/1$8*.!#.=

!&$;,))$*$-,1
2-&+$,/'#-$*$-,1=

                                       



what’s given
4.$14<#/$2-&+$1&&.#0#--7$0,."
!&$'414!*)$,/'#-!,2!

and what’s riven
4.$-4<#/$07$-#.#-<#
-*!"#-$!"*/$?)#;!&+*/4*

"4.$'*,1"!#-$"#)+.
"4.$7,;;4#D4/D;*/4($2*(!&-7
"4.$."&#.$*-#$/&$)&/1#-$)*(#'

                                   



it’s getting harder
!&$84#)'$*/$*.";)*/!
4/$/&&/)41"!L

harder:

harder to make
*/$4/<#/!&-7$&2
*;;#/'4(#.H8*))8&-?.H'-,+-&)).L

,)!-*$;-&;#-)7H
!&/#$*2!#-$!&/#L

harder:
)#*<#D!*?4/1.H*--4<*).K
.&$+,("$!&$*;;#*.#$*!$4/(#;!4&/.=

                                       



/&/.#/.4(*)$8"#/
4!$1#!.$!&$0)*+4/1
*$-&&.!#-$2&-$4!.
8#))D;*''#'$(&+0=

$$$!"#$.#4I,-#.
&2 $.!#*+$!&$(&/!#/'$84!"=

&)''*7.$)&/1)&.!H
(*-;4/1.$.(-*;;#'=
/&!"4/1$0,!$(4!-,.$2-,4!H
corn on the cob,
+*/1&$.!&/#.=

                                           



!"#7$)#2!$!"#$*;;)*,.#$,/;,/(!,-#'
and cheered him on
$$$$$$$$2-&+$Q-&&?)7/$Q-4'1#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!&$*$Q-#*')4/#

*.$42 $0#.!4*)4!7$8#-#$*$0&/,.
*.$42 $!&$.!-4;$'4.;#-.4&/.
&2 $*$-*/'&+$1)*-#

!-,#$!&$.4I#
!"#7$'4'/9!$)#*<#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!"#4-$&0)41*!4&/$,/'4.("*-1#'=

                                                     



4/.&+/4*$4.$+7$."#)!#-
4/$*$!&8/$(*))#'$!8#)<#=

-#.4.!=-#.4.!
!"#$!-*<#-.*).$&2 $.,1*-(*/#=
!"#$*)*-+$&2 $!&(.4/=

!&$(,-!.7
2&-$*$1&)'@/("
*/'$4!.$+&&/!*)?$4!.$%&,/'#-4/1>

!8&$.4)#/(#.K*/'$4
-#2,.#$!&$("&&.#$&/#=

                                    



*$-*1;4(?#-$.!,+0)#.
and threads his extracts
!"-&,1"$!"#$*-(*'#.$&2 $'*8/=

to him grottoes
*-#$&,-$*-1&.7=
(-*!#-.$*)-#*'7$2*(#$,.=

*$;-&<4.&K#4!"#-$8*7K
.!-#8.$*(-&..$',.!$*/'$-,.!=

                                   



;&1&4/1L8"*!$"*.$'4-!$1&!$!&$'&$84!"$4!>
*$.+*."D*/'D1-*0$-#(#;!4&/
$$$$$'#2-&.!.$*$%74/1$.*,(#-=

$5*/1)7$4.$*$.)4+)4/#$(*+#&F
$$$$$*$<4.40)#$;#-!4/#/(#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$?##;.$4!$;,).4/1=

4/?)4/1.$4/$;&;;7@#)'L
$$$$$$$$$$8"*!$"*<#$!"#7$1&!$!&$'&$84!"$,.>

.*/'0#''#'$4/$&,-$.&,/'!-*(?=

                                          



/&4.7$&/#.$*!
!"#$"#41"!$&2 $"*-+*!!*/
.;4-4!#'$*8*7
!&$8&-?$&/$+4."*;.$&2 $*$)&<#D"&!#)=

"##')#..)7$'#*'D;*/H
-&*'D0)&(?$84!"$*$+&!4<#=

!"#7$*-#$.!4))$8*."4/1
()&!"#.$4/.4'#$*$-,#2,)$-4<#-=

0)4/'2&)'#'=

                              



<4.D*D<4.$#(-4!,-#

water’s dream

!"#$8*!#-$!"*!$2#!("#'$,.

a man and a woman
*0&,!$!&$!*?#$&22 $!"#4-$()&!"#.

dream’s dovepoint

a rope a chain in water

a man and a woman
about to disrobe
8"#-#$0)4/'.$*-#$/&!$'-*8/

                                         



round us the back steps
!"#$?/,(?)#D"#*'#'$&+4..4&/.
invigorating sutures
&2 $+#!*;"&-$*/'$()4("#

to have done with
!"#$5,'1#+#/!$&2 $M&'$4/$.&*;$;*-)&,-.
;)*.!#-(*.!.$+#*!$-*(?.$(&*)+4/#.

0-&8/$#:4!.$'4.#+0&8#)+#/!.
.*-!&-4*)$.!,'4&.$;4;#)4/#.
twisted tainted

-&,/'$,.$!"#$2-&/!.!#;.
ostriches on tour

                                



0*."$&/$/&/#!"#)#..
                 i want to thank

!"4.$+#--7$+#..K
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!&$;##?$&,!$2-&+

,/'#-$!"4.$+4-*()#
               this encounter

84!"$!"#$@<#$."*'#.$&2 $0)*(?

'&$7&,$8*/!$!&$*/.8#-
$$$$$$$$$$$*$6,#.!4&/$!"*!$"*./9!$0##/$*.?#'

&-$'&$7&,$8*/!
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!&$;-*!!)#$*-&,/'

8"*!9.$)#2!$&2 $*$!*/1)#'$8##'



42 $*$.#*/##')#
     is good
           enough
               to
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$",-!)#
                   into song
                     so are we

                                             



*/'$.!4))$!"4/?4/1
&2 $!"#$(-#+*!&-4*
(*))#'$Q4*2-*$!"*!
"*./9!$,;;#'$*/'$)#2!=

4.$*$!*.!#$2&-$+&,-/4/1
*).&$*/$*(6,4-#'$&/#>
"*.$*$",-)#'$1-#/*'#
#<#-$1&/#$4/!&$*$(&+*>

8&,)'/9!$+4/'$4!
0#2-4#/'4/1$*/$R(#0&:=

                                     



./*11)#<&4(#
$$$$$$$$$$$$2-&+$*$.(-*11)7"#*'

!"#$&/#$8"&$;,)).
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!"#$"#)4:$*)&/1

1#!$0,.7L&0)41#$*$'414!*)
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$*)("#+7

aeronautics have not
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$2&-.*?#/$*$)&<#@#)'

,/'#-(&<#-$54<#$G
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$*$.!-*;D&/

;#-2#(!$4+;#-2#(!4&/.
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$*$(#*.#)#..$1,+D("#84/1

-##)4/1$!"#+$4/$G
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$2##!$",/1$&/$*$2-&8/



no end to the cheekiness
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&2 $*$.;#*-"#*'

+4/'$7&,-$+4/'$G
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$#/'#-.$'&4/1$)&<#

)4?#$2#--#!.$7&,$?#;!$*.$;#!.

turds tidied up
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$",'')#'$4/.4'#$*$"4<#

4!$4.$*$M#&'#.4($'&+#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!"4.$S,/'*7$/##'.

*$;)*(#$!&$1&$14))D/#!!4/1$2-&+$G
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$7&,$'&/9!$!"4/?$*

;)*/!#-9.$)*/'D1-*004/1
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$"*.$1&!$*$<*),#'$("*/(#$!"#-#



!"*!$0#)4#2 $4.$#*.7$!&$;,-.,#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$0,!$@-.!$.42!$!"-&,1"$<4/#.$*/'$-*<4/1.

@!2,)$4/$'4.(&<#-7$&2 $'#+#/!4*9.$%#."

(*/#(,!!#-$.;)4!$*.,/'#-
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$(*/#(,!!#-$.;)4!$*.,/'#-L

7&,$*-#$/&!$*+&/1$!"#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$<*..*).$&2 $;*)+$)#*<#.



how to take apart
how to break
!"#$"*04!$&2
*$(,(?&&$()&(?
'&8/$&/$4!.$),(?

*/'$.*)!$)&8D?#7#'
*/'$.4#--*-&.#$.7/'4(*!#'

!"#$!#-+4!#$8&,)'$?/&8
8&,)'$?/&8
8"#/$7&,$0#(&+#$*.
/4+0)#$*.$*/$&*-.+*/

T5*'4)4HT04)410&L
8#-#$7&,$&/(#$+,11#'$2&-$(*/&#4/1>

                                        



4-&/$4/$*/$4-4.=

4/$.&+#$*2!#-D8"422
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&2 $"*4-$4/$*$6,422=

-4'1#H.)4+#H
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6,*'-*/!=

sure:a hawk can
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$*).&$0#$*$.8*))&8=

terracotta matters
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!&$*$'*,0#'$*.;4-*!4&/=

nothing nothing
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$'4.,*'#.$!"#$6,4(?.*/'
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$2-&+$<4.4!4/1$*$84+;=

                                    



a smokescreen
is a puppet escaping
through a pipe

grease up
or shut up

&$/4/#D#7#'$(-4+#

that’s how thoughts
are pumped into a room

4/$(-&..@-#$8*/?
in Saran wrap



8"#/$4$!"4/?$&2 $4!
!"*!$8#$(&,)'/9!$"&&?$,;
*$0-*4/7$"&&?8&-+
8"#/$4$0)&&'7$!"4/?$&2 $4!
that we broke our thumbs
(-*(?4/1$&,-$-#;)4(*.
!"#$0)&&'7D+4/'#'/#..$&2 $4!$*))

"&8$'*-#$7&,$14<#$,.$#118"4!#H
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$'#)4-4&,.$),.!

!"#.#$2&-*7.$4/!&$;,;*)$;*(4/1.H
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$;-#.#/!4+#/!.$1#--7+*/'#-4/1

*$'*-!$0&*-'$*.?4/1$8"*!$4!$4.$)4?#
                          to be a kite string

.4:$'*7.H.4:$/41"!.

                                        



4/$E)*7!&8/
#<#-7!"4/1$7&,$!&,("
0#(&+#.$-*11#'G5*11#'

#<#-7$-&*'$)#*'.
to penguins

a diaphanous circuit
;-#..,-#.$7&,$!&$*!!#/!4&/

7&,9<#$/&!$0##/
at a midpoint between them
7&,9<#$0##/$0&!"
at the same time:
)&<#-$*/'$0#)&<#'

                                                 

!"#7$'#2#-$&2!#/
!&$!"#$(-4!4(*)$8*2%#
&2 $*$;)*.!#-$.*4/!



8"#-#$*-#$!"#$;#!,)*/!$-#1*!!*.>
0*//#'=
8"&$0*//#'$!"#+>
4$'4'=

"*)2 $;*.!$.#<#/=
!4+#$2&-$*$;*;#-$"*!=
/&$,.#$2&-$;*;#-$'#*).=

                                         



&<#-D-#@/#+#/!$4.$"*-*?4-4=

through sweetness
and sweat
this takes us
2-&+$!"#$.&(-*!4(
!&$!"#$U#);"4(L

*$!"&,1"!$)#2!
)74/1$*-&,/'$*$0#1-4+#'$.!-##!=

                                        



+4(-&(&.+$&2 $!"#$+*(-&(&.+>
*$!-*/(#$*0&,!$!&$0#$*+;)4@#'>

1)*..$41)&&.
(*0)#D04/'4/1.
*/'$!"#4-$;&..404)4!4#.$.4!,*!#$+#

/&!$+&,.#7$(*;4!,)*!4&/
!&$.!-4;D)41"!.H
+4--&-#'$+*("4/#-7

4/<#-!#'$(&/#.$#/(4-()#$+#

4/'4(*!4&/.$&2 $'#*).
with tarot cards,
)&))#-.H$(-&&?#'$(-&..#.
 

                                      



2-&+$*$.!#8#'$0*-/
!&$*$)*,1"4/1$0#'

#*-!"9.$%#."
&2 $8"4("$8#$*-#$;-&,'

!"#$6,#.!4&/$!"#$*/.8#-
*$/#.!4/1$!4+#$&2 $!8&$2*(#.

)&&?.$)4?#$4!9.$!4+#
2&-$("#--7$;4(?4/1

8"#-#9.$!"#$.#*"&-.4/1$4/$!"*!$>
8"*!$*-#$8#$'&4/1$>

                                    



*.$2&-$!-*4)"#*'H
4!$4.$0#!8##/$(,--*/!$*/'$)*-?.;,-=

!"#$;,22#-7
0#!8##/$;*5*+*.
and bathrobe
4.$*$!#*.#=

+7$8"7$!-#+0)#.
in the enigma
&2 $*$(&/<4<4*)$<*14/*=

how i wish
7&,$8&,)'$.!&;
!&,("4/1$+7$'&,0)#$("4/=

                                          



&2 $;-*4.#$*/'$;#-.4%*1#
4/$*$;)*/#!*-4,+D

.,;;)#>$!"#$*!!#/!4<#
)&/14/1$!"*!$)&&?.$.!-*41"!$*!$7&,>

!"#$##)D1-*..
does seem exempt
2-&+$;-#!!4@#'$'4("&!&+7=

*!&/#+#/!$8*."#.$&22=
041$'#*)=

0#$*))$!"4/1.$!&$+#=

                                      



!"#$,/.,-#$!"4/1D
*$!"&-/0,."$'&I4/1
&/$!"#$)*;$&2 $*$"*-0&-=

5,+;4/1$&<#-$*$.?7)4/#
4$.!,+0)#$&/
!"#4-$."4/'41=

"&#'&8/.H!#/#0-*#D
!"#4-$@/.$*;;)*,'
!"#4-$84/1.$*;;)*,'
!"#4-$)#1.$*;;)*,'=

+*7$!"#$0*--&&+$%&&-.
&2 $"#*<#/
0#$#/')#..)7$?4/'
!&$!"#$!4;.7$#7#.$&2 $;*4/!0-,."#.=

waxwing and shagbark:
4$!*?#$!"#+$0*(?=



.#-#/#$7&,-$"#/D7*-'=

.#-#/#$7&,-$+4.D.;##("=

)4<4/1$)4?#$*$.(-#8'-4<#-
+*?#.$+#$2-7$7&,-$*;&)&14#.
*!$',.?=4$'&/9!$/##'$7&,-
1&'*82,)$'*8/=8"&$?/&8.
8"*!$4!$+41"!$+#*/K8"*!
!"4.$#/'*-?#/+#/!$4.$*))$*0&,!=
)4<4/1$)4?#$*$.(-#8'-4<#-
+*?#.$+#$"&,.#D",/!
84!"$7&,-$8&-/$)*,/'*-7=

                                                



(&+#$!&$8"#-#$"##).
&2 $8&-'.
have never trodden

!&$*$!*0,)*$-*.*

42 $"4.$84/!#-4I#'$)#<4!*!4&/
+*-?.$*$-#!,-/$!&$)&<#H
!"#$0*)'D"#*'#'$+*1,.$'&#./9!$)#!$&/

it’s either he is inaccurate
&-$"4.$!-,!"$4.$4++*(,)*!#
                                           



roads have bedded
!"#+.#)<#.$'&8/$4/$7&,=

!"&.#$-&&.!#-.$*-#$)&,'=

7&,-$.!-4;;#'$'&,0!
.!*-#.$0*(?$*!$7&,=

!"&.#$&;4/4&/.$1&$/&8"#-#=

+4'D1-&,/'$7&,$.,0!#/'
,/<#4)#'$2##!H
weigh victimage
4/$7&,-$"*/'.=

!"#-#$*-#$(&&-'4/*!#.$.!4))$1)4/!4/1=

                                              



4!9.$8#))=*$!-4*/1,)*-$'*7
4.$2&004/1$+#$&22=4$*+
0#4/1$)*82,))7$*/4+*)4I#'=
;41.?4/$"&<#-.$&<#-$*$.!##;)#=
1-##/$4/!-,'#.$4/!&$!"#$!#+;)#
T2 $+7$#7#.=(-&..0#*+.
(-*."$4/!&$*$%*1;&)#=1#*-.
'#27$1,4)!.$&2 $.;##'=

!"4.$(#)#-4!7$4.$,)!4+*!#=
!"4.$.4'#.)4;;4/1=

                                          



;*(?#'D4/H
*4-)42!#'=
something akin to being
14<#/$*$!*)?4/1D!&=

*$0*/6,#!$&2 $!"#$0)4/'=
.*/';4;4/1=

'*-#$(#)#0-*!#
'&4/1$!"4/1.$!"#$"*-'$8*7=

!",/'#-()*;;4/1=

                                                



4$84))$/&!$()&1
7&,-$*;!4!,'#$2&-
(7()&;#*/$-&(&(&=

!"#7$(*))$4!$.#+4.)##;=

go home to the debris
&2 $7&,-$1)4!!#-"&,.#=
*$2#)4(4!&,.$#*-!"$84))$-#()*4+$+#=

!"#7$(*))$4!$*$"#-+4!*1#=

*2!#-$!"#$!"4(?#/#'
@-#.$&2 $U-#.'#/
(&+#$!"#$&22#-4/1.$&2 $%&&'=

                                             



)&8)41"!.H
$$$$$$$$$$$$)&8)*/'.
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&/$/41#-84/1.=

in nicotine wax
4/$/,04*/$(&/!&-!4&/.=

$$$$$$$$$$$$.&)#$!&$.&)#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$;&,("$!&$;&,("=

a reckoning
,/()&,'#'$07$2*4!"=

                     too:
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$84(?D;&8#-#'$%*+#.=

                                                  



a beat’s meat
4/$$*$0&,!$&2 $(*!("D*.D(*!("D(*/=

&/#$,;;#-(,!$8*.$*))
4!$!&&?$!&$)&,.#$,;$"4.$M,-,=

"4.$.#(-#!$8#*;&/$-*4.#'$"#))=
"#$-#2,.#'$!&$)#*'
*/'$-#2,.#'$!&$0#$)#'=

N#-+*/H
8"#/$84))$7&,$0-&&'$7&,-
8*7$4/!&$*$84)'$-&+*/(#$*1*4/>
8"#/>

                                                                   



2-&+$!"#$",.?.H
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&*?$)&1$4/$E&*)$E*+;=

)&/1$!4+#$(&+4/1L
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$'#*2/#..$&2 $&*?$)#*2=

;,-#D0-#'$&*?$!*,/!4/1
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$*$'-*80*(?=

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$',-*!4&/$8#))$+#*/4/1H
(*!*)#;!4(K),+4/&,.$0,+;?4/=

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$0#!8##/$)&1$*/'$)#*2
*))$4.$/&!$'-&..=

$$$$$$$$$$$$$)#*'$+,.!/9!$*)8*7.$5&,-/#7$!&$1&)'=

                                                      



&2 $0#4/1$/400)#'$*!K

$$$$$$$$$$$$$.?4/.$&2 $.,((#..4<#
$$$$$$$$$$$$$'&,0!.K

!"#4-$+4/,!#)7
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$.!*-!)4/1$*.;4-*!4&/.F

chains being torn,
                     being exceeded;

&2 $#+;)*(#+#/!.
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&2 $*+;#-.*/'.>

'&8/'-*2!$&2 $+*..*14/1$&4)
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&<#-$"*4-H+,.()#H/*4)K

#:4!.$.+#*-4/1)7$*--&8#'H
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$8-4!"4/1$&-$?##;4/1$.!4))K

whatever it is we’re doing
                                    is good, is good.
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$$$$$E&<#-$R+*1#$07$S;*-!*(&$J*-14&/4



! ! ! !

    Uche NdukaH$$;&#!H$#..*74.!H$)7-4(4.!H$8*.$0&-/$*/'$0-&,1"!$,;
$ $ $ $ 4/$A41#-4*=$$N4.$0&&?.$4/(),'#$Flower Child \X]^^_H Second Act
$ $ $ $ \X]]`_H$The Bremen Poems \X]]a_H$Chiaroscuro (which won the 
$ $ $ $ 3..&(4*!4&/$&2 $A41#-4*/$3,!"&-.$O&#!-7$O-4I#$2&-$X]]b_H$If  
    Only TheNight \VWWc_H$Heart’s Field$\VWWa_H$eel on reef  \VWWb_=
$ $ $ $ A',?*$"*.$)4<#'$4/$N&))*/'$*/'$M#-+*/7=$N#$;-#.#/!)7$)4<#.$
$ $ $ $ */'$8&-?.$4/$A#8$P&-?$E4!7=

!!!!!E&;7-41"!$VWXW$Y"##)"&,.#$O-#..
   
$$$$$Q&&?$U#.41/$07$Z*!#$[&04/.&/
     
$$$$$E&<#-$R+*1#$07$S;*-!*(&$J*-14&/4


